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GOVERNOR'S. MESSAGE. <) 


Fellow- Citizens of the Comnecil and House of Representatives © 


E conformity with the practice adopted at. each annual meeting of 


the Legislature, it has become my duty as actitig- Governor to communi: . 


' cate to you information upon the present condition of our Territory, aud 
-to recommend such measures as I may i deem expedient for;your action. 
But & few years. have elapsed—not more, than- nine years-—since-the 
interior of our „Territory was known ọnly- to the trapper and. the: tourist. 
Although uurivaled in the magnificence of its scenery, it Was believed to 
be almost wholly uninhabitable, and valueless “for the procos of. agris 
culture., ] i P og? 
How great has been the dinge; our inbabitants are. now nunibered 
by thousands. > In proportion. to. area, Washington "Territory, west: of: thé 
Cascade, mountains, contains as much. good-arable, Jand as any other’ por 
tion. of our country, west of the Missouri: river., The Soil is-of remarka: 
ble fertility, and all the cereals, fruits; ani - vegetables, common. to.’ a tein= 
perate climate, thrive. well. An,no-other portion ef:tbe country. cáncstock 


raising and wool- growing. be. 80. profitably. followed.» Asa lunibering 


region the: shores of Puget Sound are known throughout the world... “Our . 


fisheries are the best on the Pacific coast, and- conl; of superior; quality i is 
found in great: 'abundapos JUL m us 
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In additio: io these inexhaustible sources of wealth the Territory is , 
known to be rich in the precious nietals, "During ‘the. past summer .new ` 
gold diggings havé been ‘comnienced on thé Wenatchee ‘and Clearwater ' 


Vrivers, tributaries of the Columbia, and in tlie valleys of the Similkameen 


a 


and Okanagan; and from the reports of the different surveyitig and.“ pros- - 


- pecting parties, there can be-no doubt of he-existence of, gold in large 


quantities, on all the rivers and ‘streams: ‘east of the. Cascade mountains. 
Traces of gold have also been found along the route of ` the Fort Benton 
and Walla Walla road, on ane ‘Big Pisctinots river, and -Flint and Be 
netzé creeks. 

I regret ta inform you that in thé month of September last a party ` 
of immigrants was attacked by a bund of the Snake Indians in the vicin- 
ity of Salmon Falls of the Snake river, and several of their number killed. 
Happily, the first rumors that reached this place as to the number slain 
are proved to have been much exaggerated. Immediately upon receiving 
the report of the massacre, Colonek Wright, commanding the Department - 
of Oregon, dispatched one hundred mounted men pith orders to proceed: 
along the emigrant route for the rescue of the survivors, and. the punish- 
ment of the Indians. -Colonel Wright, in a letter addressed to me under 
date of-October'20th,expresses the opinion “that no new’ accession of 
danger to the settlements'or immigration need be apprehended from these 
Indians. They have always been a plundering and marauding collection 
of bands, without however the disposition to attack parties capable of 
resistance.” ‘The Colonel informs mé ‘that in the Spring ’an expedition 
will be fitted out to carry on the: war agent these - Süvagis "actively: e 
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vigorously. : - MALUS NN Roy r E xe 3 x, “he wate E SO Aa ae 
Thé: dedlibg of: insecurity natai created by these repeated attacks" 
catinot.fail to retard ovetlaud : : {mathigration, upon ‘ which’-we must mainly . 


- depend for any large accession: to our population. "Phüsihe. vital interests 


of the Territory are at stake - and it, becomes our düty again to cal) u upon - 
the general government for the immédiate adoptión-of measures for tlie 


. permanent. protection of the emigrant routes, Er int 


-In a dispatch to General’ Scott, dated 10th "October; 1800, ‘Colonel 


- Wright says : - “From the nature’ and ‘extent ofthe country through 


which the immigrants havé-to. pass, it will be some years before they ean 
do so without military escorts; stationing.: posts; aloné, will fot accom-. 
plish ‘the,end. . A post’ has beat recommended: and: or dered by. the: Secre- 
tary of War to-be placed. somewhere in the ‘Boisé fegion. -It will be ser: 
viceable for various .reagons; bat -will not dispense With the necessity of , 
moving. columns: - Troops must travel with the : immigration from the'time 
of ‘their leaving:the Salt Lake country:until ‘they reach thé settlements: 
If it, were announced that military escorts would Jeaye-Utdh- about, the 


i 


U$ : f E 
: : B 

15th.of July - 15th ot "August ańnually, to mest “excorts ‘from Walla 
Walla, or. thé. new post when established, ‘bout the 15th of August’ and 


- ‘E5tH of September, “itis-bélieved ‘that all wh! ‘desited: it-eould-éasily- avail 


‘themselves’ of ' ‘such: opportunities to-travel ih safety’, and thus "tlie: yearly 
immigration be perfectly. protected.” 


E « Conéurring fully i in the: forégoing views of. the Colonel cótomeriditig, 


-E'would -réspectfully recommend: that his siiggestions be ‘embodied í in the 
form ‘of a memorial. to the War- ‘Department, dud that- -Congress be asked” 
to appropriate. the “money ^that will. be o requiréd for the’ transportation of 
supplies and othér: -expenses- -incident to- this &ervice.- 

E CE further protection to immigration, I ‘would’ call your attention 
to the necessity. for the establishment of a military post. at Fort Boisé. — 
The selection"of that'site; in obedience to ‘an ‘order from the Secretary of 
‘War, directing the establishment of a post there, was deferred by his ap- 
proval, in order that: better knowledge on the subject of the most-elegible 
immigrant route from tlie south-east. point ‘of thé Territory into the settle- 


' ment, should:have been obtained by explorations. Exploring parties were 


sent ‘out, but the hostility of the Snakes eaused the junction óf the parties 
for the purposes’ “of a ‘campaign. dt is s estiniated by the Colonel command- 
ing this department, that $150,000 will be- necessary for zhuilding & post 
of five companies at Fort Boisé, and I recommend that Snes be asked 
‘to make the necessary appropriation, t 

` Among the: appropriations ‘of- greatest importance to the Teiritory, are 
‘tse for thé Gonstruction of : ‘military: roads: . In addition to tlie facilities 


. afforded for travel ánd communication,” these roads present great induce- 


ments for settléthent, ` and ` soon every acre throughout their entire length 
is brought under cultivation.. Their ‘importance “in a military pomt, of 
view, is: known and appreciated by the War- ‘Department. . 


Ir affords me much pleasure to state, that’ the military road from Fort . 


Benton to Walla Walla, is now: so far completed as to allow the passage 
of wagois óvcr'the entire route. On the, 4th of October last, s military 
toriihand, under Major Blake, arrived from .Fort Benton by this road, 


making the trip in fifty-seven'dayg. ; I:am informed.by Lieut. Mullan, the. 


able atid energetic officer in-charge of the construction of this road, ‘that, 
with ‘the work of two seasons more, dt will be completed;  In-conneétion 
with.this road, I would call your. ‘attention to that proposed by, Lieut. 
Mullán, , from Fort’ Laramie to the Deer Lodge valley: . Captain Rey- 
nolds, under instruetions from the War Department, hadean exploration 
of a'portion of this line during the past: summer, and it is reported that 
it traverses an eminently’ ‘easy and: beautiful region. If opened, it will 
shorten the present emigrabt Toute several hundred ` miles,- enabling. the 
émigrants to reach: Ea new homes -at an early season.: Y. would suggest 
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that the. War Department he memorialized t o:direct-an, examination, of - 


this. route, 

‘Tei is. of great "importance: that a direct: communication be Opened, be-- 
tween Puget Sound and. Walla Walla, to‘connect, with the road, from.the 
latter point to Fort Benton, -By act.of Congress, approved January 7; 3858, 
$20, 000 were “appropriated: for- the construction of a. military; road- from 
Steilacoom, ou Puget Soutd, to Fort Walla Walla, ‘This sum- was bare- 
ly « sufficient to make #,recontioisance of the route, and. some-improvement 
at the more important points. `- It is now entirely impassàble. . - A descrip: 
tion of the > country traversed by this Tonte, and 2 statement. ofthe, work 
performed. upon ‘it; will , be found. in the report. of Lieut. Arnold: to the 
War Department, ‘dated January. 26, 1855,. [Senate. Executive Docu: 
ment, vol. 2, 1855-6.] This road, if opened: will afford « direct: communi- 
cation "between Puget Sound and. the-head of navigation of the Missouri 
river. : ' In the regonnoisance, of this route by. Lieut: _Arnold,. the War 
Department directed the ‘adoption of the Nachess Pass and emigrant 
road, . Whenever the location of the.latter would admit. A. different route 
is | proposed i in the report of General ‘Harney. to the War Department, 
dated September 15, 1859,—viz: from Seattle, via the Snoqnalmie Pass 
and Yakima river, to. connect, with the: Colville and Walla-Walla.road; 
and the estimated cost for location and construction of. two. hundred- and 
fifty. miles is $100, 000. : uu" 

. By an act of. Congress, approved, February 6, 1855, . ‘an. appropria- 
tion of $30, 000 was made for the construction’ of. a military road from 
` Fort Vancouver to Fort Steilacoom. During the spring of 1858, this 
road. was completed. from, Steilacoom to the Cowlitz Landing, exhausting 
the, appropriation. «Av the last Session, Congress, appropriated $10,000. 
to continue the rdad from the. Cowlitz riyer.to Monticello. , , Of the pre 
_ gress made on thé work, L. am. not advised. There remains the construc- ` 
‘tion of. the, road from Monticello to Vancouver, ` ‘At “is most important 
that it should be. at, once commenced. . Abi is the mail route between this 
Territory. and Oregon. ‘The mail js now. carried by. steamers up. the. Corn 
Tumbia. from Monticello to Yanconyer,. and owing. to. ihe freezing. of. the 
river during the winter months, a. delay of from,one to, two.weeks is of 
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frequent : oceurrance, Besides the high, , rate. of freight charged o on these ' 


steamers, operates greatly to. the injury of-the farming. interests ‘of that 
section. General Harney, in à despatch’ to the’ General-jn-chief, under 
date of September 15, 1859,: in alluding to this, remarks: . The road of 
greatest importance, is one required ‘from Fort Vancouver to Fort Steild- 
coom-on. Puget Sound. Our commanication with the Sound,is. now. ‘done: 

by sea, there being no road by which troops and Supplies cap: be transpor- 
ted,” and í in his. report. to the, War Department Lieut. Mendall, the officer 
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who’ was charged with ‘the édiistruétion of this road; Sys: Y “Tn à: -vilità- 


ry point’ of: view, "itis of great" importance -that there should be a ^good à 


: Toad over- this Toute: "In ase of ‘eet gency, requiring a inovement of a 
large body of troops ‘fom “Oregon fo: thé, ‘Sound, with’ the present fácili- 
tiea for tránsportátion, long ; and vexatious delay would neceesarily occur. d 
The estimated. eost; of: completing. this rodd is $50,000. ^ = a! gu 
- 47 AP road- ‘fron Vancouver to the Dalles is also required, . ‘Géneral 
Harney in “his report. td~the: War' Department, ‘of. September 15, 1859,- 
récommends the connection” of. this "road, and: ‘thinks that $60, 000 would 
be siffidient: Kis importancé can be best stated in-thé words of the Gen- 
eral: “At‘present,”” hè ‘remarks, “this. distance "is "traveled by water; 
there-being no’ practicable-rpad:;. Phe heavy expenses the Government 
has beeii-obliged. to pay for transportation necessitates thé cónstruétión of 
- this road, and, as the main artery tof travel to and from the. interior, this 
road would be'a püblié benefit to tlie citizens of the country.” -, 
The engineer officer -in charge:of the construetion'óf military —-— 
in this Territory; in his repórt to the War Department, dated October 6, 
1859, recommends the construction of a road from the Columbia river, 
commencing: at or near its mouth,’ via: the head of Puget; Sound to Fort. 
'l'owrisend, "this road being important ‘in the Dona of any other inland 
route on the west of Puget Sound.” - 2s Opie cus 
' He also’ urges the completion of the Toad from: Steilacoom tó Belg. 
hart Bay.- > ‘A’ trail has : been. opened along the located line of this road 
from Seattle to Whatcom,-a distance of about éighty five miles. -Tnallu- 
ding to this road;‘lié states: ""Théré- is no other foad to connect the mili- 
tary posts, and to open the country to settlement dlong the east of Puget: 
Sound. -At the present time its” completion would afford great advan- 
tages! > -For the completion of this toad: there will be required $50; 000. 


Ti December; 1859, a comiiuinication was addressed to tlie Execu- . 


tiye of this Territory by several citizens “of. ‘Chehalis county; residing in 
- thé Vicinity -of-Gray’s ‘Harbor, expressing “their: apprehensions of attack 
from the neighboring Tndians. «In compliance ‘with the :request of the 
Goverhor, the-General then-in command," assigned a company of the 4th 
lüfanity to duty-in that vicinity. This cóinmand is furnished with sup- 
plies-from. Fort Steilacoom, and the construction of a road between these 
points would save mineh to the War Department i in the expenses’ of třans- 
portation, arid be of. great-convenience:to our citizens: ~. 

- Your attention is respectfally inivited to the subject of the roads thus 
indicated ås necessary, and’ I would recommend the posee oti ineinorials 
tó Congress for the appropriations required. 

In conclidibg this subject, I take tlie opportunity, in behalf of our 
citizetts,~ to make: d publie gis rd of the sérvices' ‘rendë réd the 
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Territory by: the gallant General, lately in. rw -of this military des 
parimeént, :'The, opening aud construction, of roads; the establishment of. 
military posta, and the: effective protection. ‘afforded to’ overland i immigra 
tion, beár testimony to the zeal ‘and. ,solicitide. displayed: by: - General Har- 
ney for the advancement of the interests: of- this-part. of our country. -: M He. 
has well “earned the high place he. holds in the. estimation, of. our. citizens. 
While they : shall not - cease to. regret his. absence; they know that the 
command: could not have devolved upon 'a braver officer, or one better 
qualified for the positioh than Colonel Wright. : 

.  dtis believed from . reliable information, thatan eligibie-and easy : 
route for a wagon road across the Cascade. Monntains,..may be foünd to 
the south of: Moùnt Rainer ~ The- pass of this’ point is-said to ‘be much: 
lower and more practicable than-either the Natchess- or Snoqualmie: pass- 
es J would. suggest that «the War Department be memorialized tô 
detail an officer of the engineer corps in* this” Territory, to make. an ex- 
ploration of this'route. . soy Do 2 005 0€ 

„There has heen onened during the past. summer, à Toad from Rock- 
land, epnoet ` 
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w Du suain the Denia, to Fort. Colville, by -way oft 
White Bath. op iiu ugua 5 iesin yo vhu Xakımanver atthe mouths , 
of the Pisco, and strikes the Columbia about. the centre’ of tbo.Blufis 

i eighteen, miles below Priest’s Rapids. go at am adeo os =i 

- The great advantages of such a road, in shortening the distance now 

traveled around the elbow. of the Columbia, will be readily seen” by a 

glance at the map. - ^00. o *q E ; staa 


. Other. Toads diverging towards the Wenatchee country: ‘and Rock. 
Creek mines canbe made from the terminus on the north side of^ the Co-. 
jumbia, at the Bloffs. 5; te on — 3i 
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- lam futnishéd by the Suryevor Genera with. the followibg informa: 
dion, relative to the progress of the publie: surveys iu this. "Territory during 
` the past year: , - Ze 4o. "E 
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.No of. miles of. meridian and 'sandgrd parallel lines surveyed, -. - 1:468. 


~ 


No of miles township and subdivisional lines surveyed, ee: 1436. 
No of acres subdivided, Lace eel deese esasaceees NE -409,404 

Whole tovuber of acres sürv- yas, in-the Territory; asaheeenàn 2; 450, 313: 
No of Mivo andae Contrat, ccce cele eee eere rette „230. 


v 


There has been expended in the execution of the surveys, the , 
past yeat,........ ee ertet bre seen 826,498, 00. 
Of which, there was applied on the east side of the Cascade, - 


* we 


mountáins,.. 2s. seeee eren eere E 00.. 


And an tho western side, ieee ea! MU erreso gs su 2,136 00.; 


oe he + 


Thi to cos Ms Au scies bab western side of he. EE 
Cascade mountains, aud &uoubta, foj, TP -3,860 00. 
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Wala, shit in, the: ‘inity of Walla Walla Git, and ‘Ne w- Fort: Walla 
. Walla, aad- also four townships. of desirable grazing ‘land in the valley ‘of 
the. east, fork- of  Clieatat river; exteniliag, t to. the. Columbia - Tiver, within 
eight. miles: ‘of. ‘the town. of Dalles, ‘have sheen? / subdivided;.. The, surveys. 
„ west of the Cascade mountains include the valuable ‘Tands formerly, claimed: 
„by the: Hudson Bay. Company, some good farming ‘Tand.on the lower Ghe- 
halis, and two fractional. -townships on the eastern shore of the Sound, to 


the north of Prarie : The estimate of parveye, for. the next year Telnaes 


OARE 


and if the amount of the estimate bé ‘appropriated, it-is hoped that’ during | 


the next. -season- the surveys } will be: ‘extended. over the greater part. of the 


country 1 now occupied by settlers. 

D Congress at its last session made. an: appropriation of $4,500, for £ Le. 
tablishing that part, of the boundary between Oregon and. Washington- 
lying upon.the 46° N. Lat.;-between the Columbia and: Snake ‘rivers. 
The.work has been placed i in the joint charge of the, Surveyors . General 
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of Oregon. and Washington, who- aie agil upon & plan. ot ‘operation, : 
tie weather will permit, > “a po 
"The prompt and efficient manner ‘in which the -dinties a the Land 
- Off at this place are now administeréd, gives great agi ‘deserved: satis- 
faction to the peóple of the Territory. To bring i ùp the large afreats: in 
the Register’s Office, and to examine, prepare i ‘and i issue - certificates on the 
donatioti notifications remaining on file, wonld: require the assistance of a 
clerk for two: ‘years, as the time of the Register | is fally ` “oecapied in the 
` éurfent/büsiness of the office: As: it “appears & special appropriation is 
necessary for this purpose, I woald Tecommend that Congress - -bemeino- 


rialized to máke such an allowance for clerical services as may enable “= | 


Register: and ‘Receiver to di&pose of: the donation. papers at once.” 
The following statement of thé operations of the Land Offi i is fur: 
nished by the’ Register end Receiver: m 


REGISTERS OFFICE 


The total number of notifications filed. ander: the act: of. Sept. 2th, i. t. 
I 1850/12. sous cs bei er Deietes ii vene LM 
; Total number. of donation certificates issued,.. s oss eee -119 
Notifications. yet remaining tdibe acted npon;...... PE E. ,A68. 
.Number of donation: ‘patents issued to this date... via cile ese ` 35 
"Total stamber, of: declaratory. statements on ‘angorveyed la Jands held 
E under the E IEW, oo eese ruere erre ke esi 597. 
. Mea X Ug Uu : : LOU. ! j 
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Declatatory statements filed since- ‘Nov: Ist; 1860,.' Aa verte eds 253 B 


ih rg, im declardtory statements can bé filed on. arene Slaids: “thie 


whole mimber of 'élaims held ‘wader the pré;eniptió ou: law cannot Béstated.; | 


Nó patents’ lave, yet: been’ issued. óu. pre: emption' 'élaims'in this "Toiritosy; 
for the reasón thatthe’ Departinent’ has 06 ‘Kiowledge of what ‘lands: ‘ere 
held’ py donation claimant, : 
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M RECEIVERS OF BIGE): 


Aménint: of land logated: with: “Military Bounty: Land! Wátcanté; die ae 

"der Act Of E: a SE Y LIEST. MT od 
wicket ‘of Taha located with Military ' Bouuty Tänd “Warfants®! ? ' 

under Act of I388, 1. cere ahoen heana PA DUD 
Amount’ of land located: with - "Military Bounty Tina Warranta;? 

13 inder Actof 18087. fee's DRE E I E LR eae pe Ses 
mount of land sald ander" Act 'of-14th Bobranty; a amendments: ' * 

B E I RC M PE aso 
Aimountof-land sold ürider Pre-emption Act of ! 1841. aad a at 
Eum ments théreto; oP. ee ete eee R edx ei diete Tes 

we. 
r Total amount-located and sold up to date,. ....... ene rtt hw .14, 964 

: „By the, fourth section of, the act-of ‘3d. , March, 1843, it is; declared; 
" that Jwhen-an individual, has’ filed, under, the ‘late - pre 'epption. “law, 
(1841,) his. intention. to ‘claim the benefit of. said, law. for one tract; of lang; 
it shall;not.be-lawful for the same individua]; At any future time, to. file a, 


serong declaration, for another, tract.” . 


. Previous to December, 1856, this act was held bythe department, to. 


be priina to those- lands -ouly , which »had:been offered at, public ; sale, 
and thas Fendered subject to private entry, On the 3d December; 1856, 
“a circular, was issued by the General. Land. Office, stating. tho the prohi- 
bition was held to. extend. to bath elasses—of. lands unoffered, and ‘such as 
were subject to private entry. / ' The latter’ construction of “this law. was 
not enforced until the present Register entered upon the duties of the 
office. Many persons were. allowed to abandon their claims and take 
others, on which they have since made valuable improvements. The Reg- 
ister being instrüctéd; in all such cases; not tO issue a certificate ünlessthé 
parties: can prove -that their first ‘declaratory. statement. wag: illegal, the 
claimants cannot acquire-a title without.8 special act.of Conghess, which 
may perhaps.be obtained. through the action ofthe: Desanue, ‘end IT 
would therefore call your- attention to the eubjeet; ^ . . cb oc ues 

By the Qüarterihaster ‘General Tam fati shed viti tlie "following 
statement,-relative £o-the public arms + 


è 


p 


11 i 
PUBLIC ARMS NOW AT OLYMPIA. 
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i ve Ti ‘accordance with, ‘the’ resolution’ ' passed, February ‘st, 1860, 40 
rifles” and 260 ‘muskets’ ‘have Been forwarded to the Walla Walla countty; 
&0 iluskets have also “been “forwarded, to Oliehalis county, and á similar 
nuüniber fo Dunginess, to^meet a ‘requisition from the County Conia 
erg of Clalm county. l ; d 

` The” quota. ‘of arms assigned. ‘to! ' this "Territory or. ‘the’ year 1860, 
àmodhts to 181 "iuskets:. 

To meet Wei incidental expenses of the Quartermaster'a office for the 
cleaning dina Tepairing-of arms, and their ' "transmission ' ‘without delay. to 
tlie different coutities when dequired,, I would” recommend ‘that “the edis" 
sary "Bpptopriotion be ‘imade to” cover the™ ‘expenses already, ‘inenrred, as 
well as, those for the ensuing year: ae , 

l tn Febjuaty d last, "Governor, Gholson, received inférniation from , m 
Treasury Department” that, the, title to the site selected for the Capitol 
had been ‘Approved by. the Attorney General of ‘the United States, and 
thata porti ion of ihe. funds appropriated for the erection of the, building 
hadh been forwarded t to the Chief J ustice .of jthe Territory to be delivered 
to his Éxcéllenty, on” bis executing‘a bond as Disbursing Agent. The 
act of tlie Legislature ‘of Januáry 5, 1858, having | declared the Governor 
to, be ‘merely the treasurer of the fund, and placed its disbarsementéentirely 
mider’ the “control of a’ Board of Commissioners, Governor’ Cholsoil'de- 
ferred the execution of the bond as disbursing agent until: he cóuld obtain 
the instruetidtis of the Départment as to the ‘control which’ He’ "was to 
‘agstime over thé disbursement’of the fund. Upon 'the-'depaftüfé “of the 
‘Governor from: the Territory in May-last, the duties of the Execative' de- 
volved upon-me; and entertaining 16° doübt that, under “th he’ provisions df 
the organic act, the moneys appropriated for the public buildings’ Were 
dike-all others entrusted; to that officer -for- territorial . purposes; to'be dis- 
bursed by him under; ithe instructions of the Secretary of. the Treasury, 
L.executed the prope er, bond;, and adopted. measures for an immediate:coni- 
Tencement-of -the work. nnd so advised the department.:, « > si ty 
2) s Iwas- notified: by Jetter from the Acting Commissioner that Y he:did 
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iot, propose to proceed with ^ “the ‘bailding: antil after we ineetiug of. the 


RAN 
Bod X s 
xoc X 


Yu. ERRA 


üpon me; as: Acting Governor, ‘to. see that, the Tew was ‘exeented, ands £0, 
informed the Acting. Commissione. On the 30th of J aly that gentleman 
lected, as the site, fixing’ ‘the. 29th "September following ag the day for 
opening - the bids Åt "ilie date to which the work i was thns postponed, 
it ‘would be greatly. retarded .by the inclemency of the weather. ' For this 
“reason, ‘therefore, I requested: the Commissioner to tednes the time allow; ed 
for making proposals, and upon | his declining to do so appointed a ‘another 
in his stead. 


The title to the site selected for the Penitentiary has ‘been since also 


approved, and by a letter received from the Department in. | October last. 


I was instructed to case the sites for both buildings to be. cleared. A 
portion of this work had been done before the receipt of these instructions, 
and it is now completed. By thé same letter, I was requested. to forward 
a statement:of.the price of building "materials i in the Territory,” ‘and was 
informed that-plans, specifications, and working, drawings for both’ build- 
ings would be prepared dt the Bureau of Construction in Washington. I 
- had previously adopted the plan for the Penitentiary agreed npon by the 
. Commissiohers, and have forwarded ‘it to “Washington with-a Tecommen- 
dation that it be approved ‘by the Department. "The ‘stone for the foun- 
.dation of the Penitentiary has been delivered on the site, and paid for, and 
both M will be commenced linmediately, upon feceipt of the’ ‘plans, 


(o provision | bas yet been made by Congress for. the extinguishment 
of the > Tian title, to the lands occupied by the Cowlitz, Chehalis, Gray's 
Harbor, Shoalwater Bay, and Chinook: Indians. These lands are being 
fast settled, aud some of the tribes have „recently exhibited feelings-of hos- 
tility to the whites. The same remarks will apply to.several tribes on the 
east of the Cascade mountains; and I wonld recommend that Congress. be 
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mernorialized to authorize treaty stipulations to be entered into, with these. 


l Indians, for the relinquishment of their title, and. their concentration npon 
reservations.- " 


The apprehended difficulties between our citizens aid the Nez Perce 
Indians, growing out of the recent-discovery of gold on the Clear Water, 
are deserving à serious attention. :A doubt exists as to the exact location 
of these mines, the Indian Agent holding that they pre within’ the boun, 
.daries of, the reservation, -While the citizens: claim the right, under the 
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second article of- the Treaty, to fun : roads . through. the:reservation, this 
priviledge.is-held by the Indian’ Agent: to -he exclusively vested i in: the 
Governméut? I am ,without: official advices ou this, subject, but from:i im, 
formation derived: dro _most:reliable sources; Tair satisfied that; there is - 
imminent . danger: of .á:conflict betXeen.the ‘miners and the Indians, and 
should this occur, thé: consequénee&. would-be most disastrous:."-I- would 
respectfally- irge that this matter réceive.inimediate atteution;. and, that 
the Departmént of the: Interior be memorialized to: dispatch a Commis 
sioner.to this Territory à with authority to- definie the boundaries of thé reb- 
ervation, and acquiré the cession .of the Jands omwhich the mines are.situ- 
&ted. 
- The possessory:;rigbts confirmed to the Hudson Bay Company i in this. 
Territory by the third. article-of the Treaty of- 3846, became extinct üpon 
thé expiration of the Cómpany's-charter in May, 1859, - It. has been de 
cided that these:rights were:inerely a license to- the: Company’ to trade, 
and. did not convey title to thé sol. :. No decision" has yet been: rendered 
on the claims of: the Puget: Sound Agricultural Company, but’ there: are 
strong grounds for the belief that they will be found to have ‘no- better 
foundation than. those of the-Hudson Bay Company, and that both: Coni- 
panies are, infact, but one and the same, > From & réport-made. by ‘the 
Surveyor General.to thé General Land Office;- under date of Devember 
8th, 1859,-it appears that.this Company- has-no charter; hor: does it ex- 
hibit any ‘original donation of title, either from the British Crown or ‘the 
abo'igines; and: the Surveyor General decides. that the Company has 
shown no color of title.to the lands claimed, other than. -occupanty of an 
indefinite portion of.them. “The claims of. thé.Compaüy are knówn ‘as 
‘the Nisqually and. Cowlitz. Farris, ‘the’ former - -containiág :three thousand 
six hundred:acres of: arable land, énd the‘latter one hundred’ and sixty- 
seven’ thousand: acres, of which about eighty. thousand are‘prairie or dak 
openings; The-bottoms ou the Nisqually are very fertile; and’ the town 
of Steilacoom and the United States Fort Steilacoom are upon the Nis 
quálly claim: "There sre now gbput, three hundred :American settlers 
havin farms: in. Steady process-of- improvement upon the Nisqually claim, 
aod. it is of great. importance therefore that an early, um be rendered 
ag to tho, rights of this Company, under the: Treaty... © a.. uses 

` The importance, ofta geological survey -of, thig Territory cannot be to 
highly: appreciated, and, ‘although thie subject has already received ithe 
attention of the: Legislatare, I would, in view ôf. the great advantages, td 
accrue from the work, urge further action in the-matter. That the Terri-: 
tory is rich in minerals is well known, but until a, thorough dnd: careful 
examination is had and the results; published, their development: must nec- 
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essarily bes slow and imperfect: By act of Congress of March 3d, 1855, 
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ah appropriation’ was made for the completion: of. die; geological: explorar i 
tions,of:Dr. John; Evans. : The: examinations: hy. this’ _bentlemar Were, ' 
ander -his‘inStructions, confined to ‘sonie-of : the: coal: "régioii, andi his.report 
has not- yet/béen:published; -.Y-comménd' this most important. subjectzto, 
your atténtión,:ànd suggest. that: :Gongress.. be: again asked:to makean 
TERERAA a geological sirvey of this "Territory - 

: I need: not-itform you.that: ‘tlie. frontier: settlements on iPdgct Sound: 
m cohtinué-to suffer from the'incursiobs Of : the’ Norther: lüdians of the 
British and Russian Possessións. ^; "Thesé. Savages ' have,-düring the past 
summer; infested thé waters in thé vicinity of Port "Fownsend;and . Whid: 
by's Island in formidable numbers, have committed several , murders, and. 
cansed much, alarni to the exposéd and isolated . settlement -in that! part 
of .the Territory... The murderers have gone unpunished; and i iu the:pres- 
ent defenseless condition of, our.frontier we:cannot hope for any. -cessation 
of5these outrages. `: The only means-by which: protection. can, be‘ afforded, 
is by stationing some‘war stegmers, of small drouglit;'and;.great:;speed,. in 
the Straits.of Fuga, on. Puget Sound: ‘The Indians cai then: be followed 
to-their lurking. places: among the -islands. and’ dtiven from. our. waters, 
The only, protection we have^on the wafers is the’ steahíer. Massachusetts, 
of, the: Quartermaster’s Department, and, although always prompt, she -is 
proved- -to be entirely: inadequate to this service.» This subject was: brought 
to. the. attention of the Department by General Clarke,:the Jate’ com- 
manger, of the Department of.the Pacific, inta, report:. dated : September 
J4th,.185'1, ` The General remarks: .- “Against an enémy- possessing’ such 
means of rapid movement and: secure retreat, the army can neither give 
protection to, the inhabitants nor can it inflict punishment... I then'süg- 
gest that the defense” of the Sound against the eneiny: ‘belongs: ofipropriety 
to: the navy. Their steamers und‘bdats can close the Sound: tothe: excur-. 
sionists.” -? The -occorences;of the past, sunimer-should be- brought: tothe 
attention of the: Government, and: an earheat‘appeal:madé:;for the:.néces- 
ary T Pe t, 

` The Legislature, : stits last ‘session, appointed à aa of - Comiiis- 
sioners to. Select and locate the lands/donated by Congressito ‘the’ Terri.- 
toryifor university putposes. : One of the: ‘Commissioners’ ‘having detlined 
to act, the vacancy was'filled under thé authority vested in ‘the’ Govérnor 
by the fifth section ‘ot the act.of' January 20£h, 185977: T si ‘informed 
by tlie President of: the -board:that further "legislatión eon thé ë subject js 
necessaty, and F presuife-that the difficulties existing in the’ Way: of! the 
éxecution of. the law. will be brought tò the attention: of thé Yuegislatüre 
by tepórt from the Commissionets. 


x sübmit i á petition to the.  Legisláture from citizeüs residing in the 
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vicinity of the Bitti Rootsriver,; “ahd owithin thes past. .bonnderie& of. . 
Spokane. court; praying the organization « ofa new: conuty;in. that’ ‘part, of : 

~ the Territory? The: petitiotiersstate- -that. they | ave. without: théi-means: of 
preserving ‘order. and carrying the: Taw into. exeeutipii, and: «would. there: 
fore:commend.-their request to; thé-favorable edusideration ofc the Legisla- 
türe: ' 

..R d^ Th connédtion with:this sübject, itis přoper- that'I'stiould, remind: the 
. Legis islaturé‘that ‘all-that ‘portion of “the: Petritory lyitiy. betwapn ‘the-west! 
rn ling of Walla: Walla tourity' ‘atid “the siani, of^the Cascade "mount - 
„Ainé, and * ‘containing’ “about four thousand six * hündred- and eight- squaré 
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d is at pitser "without sind! county’ orgatiization.” 
bor uud and 


UR revision’ "of the’ ‘laws! providitig’ fó for thi “assessment: of ` “cbini. an 
territorial LTevenne, would, Seem to be. necessity; with t a. view if ‘possible'ts 
yendér taxation 'eqüal sind: difor thron ghout the- Territory átid to en- 
force d more prompt ahd perfect” xiii "of ety" on ‘the’ part "of ‘the 

' officers’ engaged i in "the colection t of thé revenue, ^ In the majority ‘of thé 
counties no. tax ^is Ie vied on ‘lands,’ and i in “others; but “párti assessments - 
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are made. either for dounty ör "territorial purposes," 


p “By, he. twenty-sixth . seetion of. the act, -of, 29th: April, 1854. it js 
made ‘the duty of the coünty treasurer ‘and sheriff to ‘asses and : “estimate 
the, tax c on any land, or other Property, that may be omitted , rom the 
regular, assessment, T roll, T ‘am informed. that i in many. “instanses these of- 
z cers assess the greater portion: of the property in a county. ünder this | pto- i 
vision, ; and that no account i is ever " rendered to the ‘Territory of the ) jnoney 
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collected for, its. Use. | ; 
og cl ‘would eer that: it be made.one.of the, dnfigs. of, the: ‘Prose; 
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cuting Attorney. govattend to the collection of delinquent taxes.. I would. 
ronment that-the.9th section of the: act of. January: 38th, 1857, creat 
‘ing: a, Y'court fund," ‘be’ 50 amended, a as to require the County Treasurers j in-- 
each Judicial district to pay over.to the. clerk, of the „district - court. the 
Amount set apart; for this fund, and that. the clerk be made: the treasurer 

of,such. fand {upon bis executing à proper. bond: " Tight b be vell algo to to 
designate definitely: what expenses are. to be paid, oüt.of this fund, and: to 
direct. that it:be, disbursed uuder the approval ofthe presiding, judge „of ~ 
the district: 

. An amendment to. the, lew, regulating elections, is ;also .respectfully 
suggest to.insure.a:; more; -strict compliance; with ,its: p provisions, on’. the 
subject. oft. the qualifications of voters, the time and, mode; of; correcting 
mistakes.in the-poll Jists,:and;the, disposition and. safe, keeping-of the , bal- 


lot box and;poll ‘fists at each; adjournment ofthe polls, 
- Thereris-no subject i in which’ our citizens feel so deep- an. interest, ag 
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' io the progress of education, and none: -whieh metits dm a higher cégree 
the attentiga of: thé Legislature. Ont: commén<‘school system, although 
devised- with much 3 care; is, I conceive, susceptible of many. improverents; 
and‘amoig: the most important, I. would saggest the passage of a law pró; 
viding. for. the'appõintment.by. the. "Legislature, of à superintendent-or com. 
missioner of-pablic.instruction,. to be. charged. with thé general supervision 
of, ‘education: ‘thronghout the. Te érritory. “The superintendent, if such a 
law should: prevail, should bea 4man:well qualified in every particular- for 

the; position, and should be ‘allowed such. compensation as will permit him 
to devote. his entire time tg the duties of -his office.; Iam confident that 
I express the sentiment of Gur citizens, when: I:state that there. is no ob- 

~ject for which they would’ more. cheerfully. bear taxation than for. the thór- 
ough education of their children. - ~~ s 
, By the present. law it is made the duty. of the County Superintendent 
to visit the schools, of his county: annually, and to _ prepare, a Statement 
containing abstracts from the district ‘reports, and. such other information 

-or suggestions as he may deem. important to the cause, of education, 
This.statement he is required to file in..his office, and if convenient to pub- 
lish in some | newspaper of the "Territory. I am not aware that these 
statements are 'eyer published. If not, of want pe use can Mey be 
tò tlie © cause of education? . E - 

“Tt should be made the. duty of the County ——" and” Dis. 
trict Directors, : upon their visits, to hold ‘a public examination ‘ut each 
school, and to report annually to the “Territorial Superintendent the re- 
sult of their examinations—the qualifications of ‘the teachers, the: profi-. 
-ciency of the scholars, the methods of teaching, the ‘discipline observed, 

“Bnd the’ condition of the school: houses.. , It shoüld also be their duty to 
answer ‘such interrogitoties, ^on the subject of education zin the several ` 
counties ‘and districts, as might be propounded by the ‘Territorial Superin- 
tendent, and to ‘report to him a- statement of ‘all moneys “levied, bou 
lected, and paid for educational purposes. 

^ Among the-other duties of > the Territorial Superiitendent he should 
be requirdd to prepare ‘and transmit a report dunually‘to. the: Governor, 
to be by him submitted to the Legislative Assembly. This report should 
contain abstracts from those of tlie county superintendents and directors; 
a statement of ‘che collections and expenditures for school purposes, with 
all such matters relating to: his office; and. ‘the subject of: education gen- 
erally, as hé may deem: of importance.’ : "By the pablication.of this-report 
the people would be advised of the progress and : -prospects of -common 
school education, and their. attention calléd to.the defects in the system. 
Greater care is required in the selection of - teachers. "Underithe present — 
law if is made the duty of the County Superintendents to: rive public. no- 
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‘tice of the tiine. asipdinted for-the: examination of: 'earididates for ihe posi- 
"tion-of* teachcts, but: thete-is‘no provision’ that the: éxamitiation itself shall 


~be public,’ sBy ‘requiring this: ‘exatnination tobe: ‘public, and- inviting € biti- . 


Yzens:to attend, ‘it “would i insuré a-mióré-tliorougli dischát, tgé-óf duty oir the 
part of the’examiners; incompéteticy could not fail to'be detected: and the ` 


s cómmunity would haves an opportunity to-judge of the qualifications Jf the 


x, 


“-@andidates.: 

535: 5: would also call your attention t6 the nécessity, for id mBrodte Hon 
into all our schools of a uniform system, of text books 5*5 7 

-=i iT'eannot forbear ‘to notice: ‘the ruinous effects of ihe éxtravagünt rates 
of 'intérest “exacted for ‘thé. Joan of monéy, on: erédits; ünd* the extension’ of 
' time for’ the payment of- debts; ? -Fhink-the- time das! 'arrived: when: 'the 
‘best: interests: of, the "Territory: -déniatid- some legislation upon this subject, 
‘and as the most effectual remedy for the evil'I would urgethe'j ‘passage "of 
"a Usury “Law: «Such a law; if Teroy Voi woun be thost "benefi- 


; -cial in its result on BO ee Meyda, A 
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` Under the provisions of . the act of April ab. 1854, the ‘expenses “of 
Soit sentenced to the penitentiary - ‘are to be: borne by thé Territory. 
- "The "Territory being,-as yet, without a penitentiary, eonviete"& re confined 
sin the county jails, and the burthen:of their expenses is-for the time y being 
thrown upon the slieriffs of the different counties, as the territorial auditor 
«cán only ‘certify’ an unliquidated account for such expenses to the ‘Legisla- 
tive ‘Assembly, a special appropriation: being- -required for their: payment. 
Some.próvision.should be made by which the accounts of the sheriffs:inay 
be audited; and paid at stated periods, without- subjecting them:to' the 
delay arising from the nécessity for à special. apprópriation -in - each case. 

The same law provides that convicts shail be sentenoed to Aard.labó7 
In the absence:of'& pehiténtiary all: ‘stich ' sentences are inoperative, and | 
useless,-bat-yét the law might be‘rendered iii some: way effective, and, I 
would commend the subject to your attention. - ^, «f ipw 


TANG ‘In September last three .-convicts mild to the penitentiaty, one 


from Pacific county, and the others: from Thurston; were, by my inetritic- 
, tions,’ transferred to the custody of the sheriff of’ Piéree cotinty:': would 
‘tisk thatthe proper legislation: bé liad -to` reimburse’ that officer for P his 
expenses in the'safe:keeping of these convicts. . Copies‘of the i corréepoiid- 
ence on the subject, showing the causes for” Kanie aTe herewith commi - 
nicated. EL ge wo So a : pede 

In conriection with this subject, I would peed n that:the Gov- 
ernor.be anthorized; under the:proper restrictions; to offer rewards for. the. 
arrest’ of: prisoners escaping from confinement; ^"Escapes;aré frequent; and 
that the ends of justice may not be defeated, the-Executive-shonld bein- 
vested with: the per to secure the arrest and return-of' tlie fugitives. 
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E . By the acts creating ‘the Offices of‘ - Terriolial Auditor, "renanrér, 
"and Librarian, itis meade the duty of these officers to report to the, Legis- 
lative Assembly, at each segsion;-the operations and ;condition of their re- 
“spective departments.- ‘J would. recommend that ‘the :law, be so amended 
as-to, require these Teporis: to be made. to the Governor i in time to be com- 
munieated.by: him to the. Legislatnro, with his annual. message. - By 


a affurdiog the Governor. an opportunity for their examination, he would, be 


able to call attention. to. such ‘subjects as wight be deemed: proper- or the 
action of the ‘Legislature. "D : à 
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ing ‘and distribution of the. laws and journals, by : which a larger number of 
the, former may ‘be furnished. the, ‘several counties. By reducing: the num- 
ber.of the journals, this could: be. done ous increasing the cost of: the 
public. printing. — , E 

"The, joint commission for bie the: kajadi between this Terri- 
tory and the British Possessions is still in existence, but I am-not infórm- 
ed of the progress made in the work: dating the past year. From a re- 
port of. the United States, Commissioner, dated December '31, 1859, -it 
appears that at,;that dete the survey had been carried éastward'as far äs 
‘the! Cólumbi& river, and: that it would be extended during. the past season 
1o the, Rocky Mountains, . Upon the question of title to the Island.of San 
Juan, I am not advised that, any definitive action "has yet been bad. No 
‘doubt, however, isentertained by the Government of the United States as 
to the validity-of our title; and the:measures adopted to prevent, any. coti: 
flicts on the disputed. grounds ‘pending the negotiations between the two 
Governments, have met the: cardial co: operario of the CHEN vf this. 
Teritory. > 0 2 i 

It may not be inappropriate 1 in this place, " ‘call I the idéiius of the 
Legislature, and through it; that of the general governient,. to, tlie urgent 
necessity for the appointment of a United:St&tes Consul or Commercial 


P - I would aiso suggest an amendment ‘to the acts Pellis to the jrit 
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Agent for Vancouver's Island and British-Colambia. ` A large number of ` | 


.Aierican citizens are engaged in mercantile pursuits in Victoria; Blao at 
Fort- -Hope, “and other towng-on : Fraser river, and the mining population 
in the latter vicinity, i and at Rock creek, is largely American, . The inter- 
eat ‘of qur countrymén resident at these. places; : as. ‘well as of: those: yisit- 
ing the British Possessions . for purposes of trade-and commerce, require 
the presence there of a representative of our government. 

. For the protection of the public revehue it is necessary that an ‘officer 


af the cüstoms: bé stationed at some: point on the houodery lite, near Fort . 
` Calville, and I-suggest this ‘subject.as one proper to pe po ee ate 
tention of the. government. .. ^ >< = $e 


The’ establishment: of the overland " service: ftom Sacrninento, 


19 ` : 
H ` M Š E^ - 
à > p? " ? 


California, to Olympia, ig a most imporjant 1 measure e for the wélfare of c our 
Territory. : Provision should now. be made. for an -increased nail service | 


on Puget Sound: The service is now..weekly from Olympia to the differ- 


ent ports on the Sound, and the great commercial interests of this part of 
. the Territory require that it should-be made at least serviceable. , I would 
, Suggest this as’a subject-of memorial to Congress. T 

It is to'be regretted that the bill pessed by: the Senate-of the United. 
States.at the last session of Congress, appropriating $8,400,000 to de- . 
fray the expenses incurred by thé citizens of this Territory and-Oregon in ` 
the late disastrous Indian war, ‘failed to become alaw. It. is true, the 
amount appropriated falls far short of that found due by the Commission 
appointed under the act of Congress of August 18,-1856, and that the 
-provisions of the bill- limiting. payment to. the persons who actually per- 
formed service, or from whom purchases were made, would have worked 
much ‘injustice and delay to parties, who.had in good faith parchashed the 
‘scrip. The confmission appointed under the act-of 1856, was composed 
of gentlemen, who, from their Jong residence on this coast, were familiar 
with the resources of the Territory- and the prices ruling-at the: date. of 
the war. In communicating their report to Congress, the. Secretary of . 
War, states: “I have examined this report very carefully, and conclude - 
that from the data they have adopted for their guide, as to the prices for 
stores and subsistance,. and time of service of the men, it is not probable 
& more just or accurate result could be ‘obtained, than these gentlemen ` 
have arrived at. The amount ascertained to be due is a very large one, 
and Congress will have to make provision for its payment, if it is intended 
they shall be liquidated, of which, 1 presüme there can be no doubt. n 

The amount actually due to each individual for services and supplies, : 
could.only be ascertained by dispatéhing- a commission to tlie-seat of hos- - 
tilities. - This: was done. The. commission- - have made their‘award, andit . 
has been approved by the Department familiar with such subjects, Jus- 
- tice demands the immédiate- liquidation of the debt to the full amount _ 
found due by the.commission. . x i 

In conclusion, I would respectfully su guest that, : as tlie present session 
of Congress will terminate on the 4th of March. next, such matters as 
may require the action of our Delegate god receive the id atvenion. 
of the kea ain: i 
areh 40$ “HENRY M. . MoGTL. 
EXEcUnIvE Orrien, Olympia, December, 1860.- :. 
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